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munity, the perfection of Christ is only partially realized. There is a 
mixture of good and evil. These two are recognized as antagonistic. 
Their perpetual opposition in the same life, whether individual or 
associated, is intolerable. Out of these two convictions of the practi- 
cal reason "the doctrine of last things " has taken its shape. It is 
presented in the form of predicted history. There is to be a millen- 
nium, a second advent, a final judgment, a separation of the holy from 
the unholy, a fixed state, eternity. Such representations have as fact 
nothing valid for life ; it is only as symbolic exhibitions of moral prin- 
ciples and their power in life that they avail. The value of the prin- 
ciples is in themselves ; the value of the history in its exhibition and 
enforcement of the principles. 

It would be interesting to follow the philosopher in his interpreta- 
tion of individual passages, but for this there is no space. That he is 
honest cannot be doubted. That his one-sided ethical philosophy 
everywhere dominates his view and interpretation of Scripture is evi- 
dent. As our author says in closing his treatise : " It was a part of 
Kant's life work to deliver the philosophy of religion from the specu- 
lative intellectualism of his time so as to give to the practical reason its 
due place." In consideration of this great service we may pardon 
some defects. But one cannot lay down the little treatise without 
a deep regret that one whose power was so great in one direction 
might not have had also the completeness and sweetness of life 
which would have come to him from the childlike faith and piety of 
his parents. 

... ,, Geo. D. B. Pepper. 

Waterville, Me. 



Christliche Ethik. Akademische Vorlesungvon Dr. Theol. 
Robert KObel, ord. Professor der Theologie in Tubingen. 
Herausgegeben von Gottlob Weisser, Stadtvikar in Stuttgart. 
2 vols. Munchen: Beck, 1896. Pp. xvi+256; vi+365, 
i2mo. M 8. 

This is a posthumous work consisting of the lectures on Christian 
Ethics which the late Dr. Kfibel had given for a number of years in the 
theological department of the University of Tubingen. The author's 
manuscript is the basis of the work, and this has been compared with 
the editor's notes taken in 1888 and also with the notes of one who 
heard the course when last given in the year 1894. The entire con- 
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tent, however, is Kubel's, the editor having confined himself to adding 
headings to important subdivisions within the paragraphs, making a 
few changes of style in the interest of clearness, verifying quotations 
and supplying indices to the biblical passages referred to and to the 
subject-matter. 

The first half of the introduction discusses the nature of morals and 
ethics, the relation of morality to religion, and the nature, sources, and 
method of Christian ethics. 

There can be no absolute separation between religion and morality ; 
each in its perfection involves the other. As to the essence of morality, 
every spiritually mature and moral man must admit that it is only as 
being and becoming determined that he can determine himself. Now 
the absolute determining life-power we men call "God." Only on 
the ground of theonomy, therefore, can there be autonomy. The 
essence of religion, on the other hand, involves the feeling of being deter- 
mined by an absolute life-power. This feeling, however, is not yet 
religion itself, but only its subjective- objective ground. Religion is 
in fact not actualized until man affirms this original and immediate 
self-witness of God by and in him. This affirmation is a moral act. 
Genuine religion must then be or become also moral. It is only as 
not yet perfected that either can stand without the other. The genuine 
moral-religious man accepts for himself theonomy fully and com- 
pletely and thereby becomes truly autonomous. The entire riddle is 
solved only by the Christian pneumatonomy which is autonomy, but 
only on the basis of living theonomy. Christian morality is, too, free 
life and conduct in which, however, not man as man but the Christian is 
the acting subject. All in this life and conduct rests on the accepted 
fact of salvation through Christ and has in this fact its characteristic 
determination. The highest purpose of this conduct as well as the 
moral power from which it proceeds, and the moral law according to 
which it proceeds, Good, Virtue, and Duty, therefore, have a quite 
specific character through this relation to Christ. And this relation is 
not at all a mere determination of the Christian alongside of other 
purely human determinations, but the central determining factor of his 
very being. Just as there is no absolute distinction between morality 
and religion, so there is no absolute distinction between human and 
Christian morality. 

Christianity = genuine humanity. It is through Christ's teaching 

that we first learn what is really human, genuine manhood, not through 

-mere nature and history but from the New Testament. Christianity 
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demands and gives a "new" man — but yet a man. The relation of 
purely philosophical to Christian ethics is a positive one on the formal 
side in so far as the latter, if it is to proceed scientifically, must follow 
the laws of all scientific thinking and presentation ; on the material 
side in so far as the Christian morality presented is the fulfillment of 
the philosophically described human morality. The relation is a neg- 
ative one, however, in so far as the source of the Christian doctrine of 
morals is neither philosophical thinking and speculation, nor primarily 
the empirical experience of the individual or humanity, but alone the 
revelation of God in Christ and its original attestation in the Scrip- 
tures. Even the Christian experience of the individual or of the com- 
munity can be a source only so far as this rests upon and is ever newly 
determined by this revelation. Kiibel's final definition of Christian 
ethics is, "the scientific presentation of Christian moral conduct as 
life in the spirit of Christ through the word of Christ." 

The last half of the introduction gives in concise outlines an excel- 
lent review of Christian ethics from the time of the apostolic Fathers 
down to recent Catholic, Protestant, and rationalistic writers upon the 
subject. The body of the work is divided into two main parts, the 
first of which is entitled "The demand and possibility of Christian 
morality;" the second "The realization of Christian morality in life." 
Among the prominent subjects of discussion in the first part may 
be noticed : Conscience, The Will, Principle and source of sin, Law 
and Christianity, Christ as Teacher, Pattern, Redeemer and Saviour, 
The biblical doctrine of the kingdom of God, Nature and develop- 
ment of the church, Ethical significance of the sacraments ; in the 
second part : The new birth, The highest good, The conflict of 
duties, Christian virtue, Moral life of the Christian family, state, 
and church. The content of the work is exceedingly rich. Almost 
every phase of life and conduct receives some attention. Of especial 
interest is the discussion of education and- the relation of church and 
state. 

While there seems to be little that is new in the work, it is none the 
less useful as a general introduction to the subject and a convenient 
book of reference. The treatment is scholarly, moderate in tone, and 
reverent in spirit. The value of the book is greatly enhanced by a full 
analytical table of contents, an index of subjects, and an index of bib- 
lical references — some eleven hundred in number. 

F. C. French. 
Vassar College. 



